A HISTORY LESSON

PART 1 -In the beginning...

It was early Summer, 1946, just after transmitting licences had been reallocated and transmitters (confiscated at the beginning of World War II in 1939) had been returned to their owners. Several amateurs around the Harrow area, having established friendships over the air, decided to start a Harrow Club.

A meeting took place in the shack of Ernie Welling G5OO. Those attending were Frank Smith G2DD, Harry Medcraft G5JV, Sylvia Medcraft 2DRZ, Peter Butsen 2DBM and Hal Hardy G4GB. At this meeting it was decided to form a Club and thus the foundations of the Radio Society of Harrow were laid.

Many local amateurs just released from the Services joined the Club which established its HQ at the Kenton Tea Rooms next to the Odeon Cinema, Kenton. At about this time G5JV and 2DRZ left the initial Committee due to other commitments and a new Committee was formed comprising: G5OO, G2UA, G2KA, 2DSM, G2DD and G3SM. The Club now met in a larger room situated over a Timber Merchant's in central Harrow (Hunt, Kennard and Co.).

In December 1949, the first Club magazine was published. The Hon. Editor was N. Hanscombe G3APK and the first issue consisted of 8 duplicated pages of about half A4 size. It contained an editorial, contest news, technical articles and members' adverts. This pattern seems to have continued in subsequent issues of the Club magazine and persists right up to now. 

It was also in 1949 that the Club began to meet at Roxeth Manor School, South Harrow. Meetings were first held on Thursdays and then changed to Fridays. The President at this time was Hal Hardy G4GB. Whilst at the Roxeth Manor School the meetings were held in the Science Laboratory which was very convenient as there was a wall blackboard and also a dais for lecturers and auctioneers at junk sales. Tea and biscuits were provided at the interval; there was a copper kettle which was boiled on a gas ring running from a bunsen burner outlet on the bench. 

A cupboard was reserved for Club use which stored the Club's transmitter, receiver and accessories including log books and technical radio books. The transmitter at that time was a KW Valiant and the receiver a venerable HRO. The Valiant was constructed by Club members on practical nights.

Many constructional projects were undertaken, the laboratory benches were ideal for this work. Successful projects worth a mention were designed by Arnold (G3HBW): a 2m and a 4m converter and the grid dip oscillator which merited a technical article in the RSGB bulletin of the time. 

The Club station was also in action on other practical nights using a G2RV type antenna which was strung over the school quadrangle at about 30 feet. There was also a Joystick antenna in the loft space over the lab.

At the Roxeth Manor School the Club thrived under the able Committee of those days led by Chairman Ron Ray, G2TA. The membership climbed to about 120 and the school remained the Club's HQ for over 20 years.

PART 2 - School Days...


During the years at Roxeth Manor School the Club took part in many local exhibitions and events, usually by setting up a display of amateur radio equipment and an exhibtion station with a special callsign such as GB3RSH. This was supported by RSGB leaflets,

QSL cards etc. 

The Harrow Show was regularly supported until the cost of hiring the marquee became prohibitive. Exhibition stations were also organised at the annual Gayton Fair which took place in the Harrow County School grounds, open days in Kodak Hall and the Wembley Crafts Fair held at Copland School, where many of our members had attended the RAE evening classes run by the late Alan Bayliss G8PD. Assistance was also provided in setting up a station for a local Scout group to help them to take part in the annual world wide Jamboree on the Air  held in October.

The Club also participated regularly in the RSGB HF NFD which was, as now, held over a week-end in early June. It was an all HF Bands, CW only affair restricted to 10w. Because of this, aerial configurations were important. The contest team generally consisted of Brian G3HBR, Arnold G3HBW, the Bolton brothers G3HBN and G3JBN, Ron Ray G2TA, Arthur G3GNM and the ever present Don G3MLS. Various sites were used: Jackets Lane Northwood, Pinner Hill Farm and the field at Old Redding, Bushey opposite "The Case is Altered" hostelry.

The year 1967 marked the 21st Anniversary of the Society's formation and to celebrate this in October a dinner was arranged at the Clay Pigeon in Eastcote. This was very successful and the Committee decided to make it an annual event. However, after another successful venture in 1968 at the Tithe Farm Rayners Lane, the following one in 1969 was poorly supported. As this resulted in a heavy financial loss to the club the idea was dropped for several years.

Meanwhile, the Club Newsletter, QSO, appears to have lapsed early in 1951 and the next one to appear was started in 1967 to mark the 21st Anniversary year. It was now called "QZZ" and the new Editor was Russell G3JVM. No copies of any newsletters have been found, if indeed any existed, between 1952 and 1966. You may ask the inevitable question, "Why is the club magazine called QZZ?" Ron Ray, the Secretary of the Club at the time, tells us that the Committee of the day were determined to launch a magazine which would be the 'Last word in Radio Club mags' and you can't get further in the Q code than Q double Z! 

Since 1967, QZZ has been in and out of production several times and with various Editors but has had an unbroken run since the Club moved to the Harrow Arts Centre in 1978. It is now edited by Chris G4AUF, the text these days is prepared on a word processor and sent by Packet Radio to Wayne, G0JJQ who produces the copies.

Towards the end of 1971, friction developed between the Club and the Roxeth School management and as a result the Committee decided that the best way to overcome this was to move to another QTH.

PART 3 -From 1970 to 1972...


Early in 1970 the Club, faced with a move from Roxeth School, eventually found alternative premises at Harrow County School where a room was put at our disposal. It was a classroom in the annexe outbuilding but it did not offer the same facilities as our previous QTH. There was no cupboard space available and we

were not able to cater for teas  or erect an antenna to operate a station. This of course was a great drawback and the Committee soon realised that this venue could only be  a temporary arrangement until more suitable premises could be found.

It was about this period that QZZ appeared again, this time under the editorship of Russell Medcraft G3JVM. The Committee at the time was President Jack Pennel G3EFP, Chairman and Treasurer Chris Rees G3TUX, Secretary and Editor Russell G3JVM and members Arnold G3HBW, Derek Morris G3LSY, Don G3MLS, Errol Walling G3RZK, John Mandrak and Ken Ash. The programmes continued as before with Lectures, Demonstrations, Junk Sales alternating with practical nights but without the facilities for  construction that were available at Roxeth. Information about this period is very scarce as certain minutes of Committee meetings and log books covering the period 1970 to 1972 have been lost. However the most interesting event of the time was the first meeting with H.M. King Hussein of Jordan.

It so happened that one of the Club's experienced members, Norman Joly G3FNJ, had a contact on the air with His Majesty who was at the time operating his transmitter using his UK callsign from a London Clinic where he was undergoing treatment. Norman knew that in the early 50's the King had been a pupil at Harrow School, so he explained that he, Norman, was a member of the Harrow Radio Society and the King was most interested.

As a result of this the Committee decided to ask him to accept Honorary membership of the Club. He graciously accepted and three members of the Committee were invited to an audience with His Majesty at the Dorchester Hotel on the 15th January 1971, so that they could present him with a suitable hand prepared certificate to mark the occasion. This scroll had been prepared at short notice by the Secretary's sister Miss Ann Rees a student at the Harrow Art School. The three members invited were Norman Joly G3FNJ, Chris Rees G3TUX and Russell Medcraft G3JVM. They spent an interesting half-hour with the King talking about Amateur Radio. They were also accompanied by Harrow Observer reporter Jennie Wilkinson

and chief photographer Doug Avent and an interesting article with photographs appeared in the "Observer" on the 19th January 1971. Several years later, in 1979, another meeting with the King was arranged. Details of this will duly appear in a later article.

However, as mentioned earlier, the venue at Harrow County school was far from satisfactory and the Committee welcomed the opportunity of a change when approached by Commander Turner of the Harrow

Sea Cadets. He was looking for a local radio amateur to give some elementary instruction to his cadets in radio communication and morse code. As we were looking for new premises he was prepared, as part of the arrangement, to allow the Club to use a room in the Cadets H.Q. in Woodlands Road, Harrow on regular Friday nights for a small rental. Both sides could see the possibilities in this and so the Club moved again, to Woodlands Road.

PART 4 - At the Sea Cadets...

The move to the Sea Cadets HQ was at first much welcomed by the members. During the time at Harrow County School the membership began to decline and dropped below 50. The premises consisted


of several large and small huts set around a parade ground, adjacent to the Hamilton Brush Company's Factory. The main building in which parades and other activities took place comprised a large hall, kitchen and a smaller room at one end which was the Officers Wardroom, to use the naval term.

This large hall was occasionally used by the Radio Society for lectures, demonstrations and junk sales but the regular meeting room was in a smaller building divided into three sections. The club room was the largest, furnished with chairs and a blackboard at one end. The door from this led into the store room which gave on to the parade ground. In the store room the cadet unit kept their ropes, bollards and other naval tackle, so in order to reach our club room one had to navigate around the obstacles! Leading out of the store room on the opposite side to the lecture room was the Cadet's radio room which, at the time of the Club's moving to the premises, housed two ancient naval transmitters completely unscreened and using the venerable 807 valves. This equipment was used occasionally on the special frequency channels allocated

by the Navy authorities for Cadet Force use. The Radio Club was allowed to share this room and eventually erected suitable wall benches and installed a power supply for the K.W.Valiant and H.R.O receiver. A G5RV type antenna was erected over the roof of the largest building and the feeder led into the radio room.

On practical nights this rig was put on the air or the room was used for morse practice sessions. However, tvi complaints were received from nearby houses, these being the days of bands 1 & 3 TV, so operating had to be restricted. On other nights the familiar pattern of lectures, demonstrations etc continued - the usual

well tried programme. In accordance with the tacit agreement with the Seacadets Commander, one of our experienced members, Harry G3HCY, attempted to give instruction on another evening to some of the cadets in elementary radio theory and morse code. However, he found a marked lack of co-operation from the cadets involved so after bearing with this for several weeks, he told the C.O. he was not prepared to continue as he regarded the sessions as a waste of time. From that time on, the Club felt that the atmosphere with the Cadet officers cooled and although our activities carried as before we had the feeling that we not welcome. The membership was very low at this time, a lot of the older members did not like the naval type discipline which brought back unhappy memories! Furthermore, the sharing of the premises led to problems as the Club was not allowed to have a key to the premises owing to official service regulations. This caused dismay on several occasions when we were unable to get access to the premises and could not contact the duty keyholder.

Various joint projects were suggested at times by the Cadet administration such as a joint exhibition at the Harrow Show and taking part as radio operators in a week-end exercise with the cadets in the hills somewhere in England. The Club members were not at all keen on the ideas and so none of these ventures ever took place. The Radio Society continued at this QTH for another three years, the Committee knowing that as soon as an opportunity arose they would be seeking another move. The turning point came when the C.O. announced towards the end of 1976 that his squadron needed more funds and that our room rent would increase fairly heavily from the new year.  This was the final blow and the Committee began to search seriously for other premises.

PART 5 -A Home in Roxeth...

Eventually, in the Summer of 1976, contact was made with the Harrow Community Youth Centre and the agreement for the Society to use the Roxeth Community Centre was confirmed at a meeting with their youth leader in October. As a result the Club vacated the Sea Cadets premises and had its first meeting at the new venue on 5th November 1976. So at least we started off with a bang! This community centre is not easy to find being east of the old section of Rayners Lane and close to the South Harrow railway arches.

The Committee at the time were: President Bill Corsham G2UV, Chairman Don Nappin G3MLS, Secretary Les Light G3KDL, Treasurer Geoff Hodges G3KRT and members Derek Morris G3LSY, Jim Barfoot G8BJO, Rene Espiau then BRS 85277, Ken Maplesden G4EMZ also Newsletter Editor and Reg Rubins G4HAB. The Club journal had been kept going by its valiant Editor Ken G4EMZ, but had become most times a single sheet owing to lack of copy and production problems. However it was circulated monthly on a fairly regular basis throughout 1976 and 1977, containing the Programme for a couple of months ahead and any interesting news and a technical article by a member if available.

1976 was the 30th anniversary of the Club's formation and a dinner was organised on a informal basis at the Master Brewer, Hillingdon where about 25 members enjoyed a pleasant evening. Since then a Club dinner has been arranged annually in November or December. As most members will know, it is the Society's 40th (Ruby) anniversary in 1986 and it is hoped to make this an extra special occasion. Also in 1976, the Club Digital Frequency Meter was designed by Peter Johnson G8EIM and Steve Farrow G8IWY and a good umber were built by members. It was and still is an excellent piece of measuring gear and is in regular use now in many members' shacks. 

The premises still were not really to our liking, being somewhat large and rambling. We had the use of the large hall, a committee room and a small coffee bar for a very nominal rental which was raised by the members attending on the night. Tea, coffee and soft drinks were available at the tiny bar on most nights on a DIY basis. A group of members used to meet at a local hostelry after the meeting finished to down a pint or two. The construction contest in November was won by Gary Shipton G4CRG with a morse to video converter. Gary has since moved and is now based at High Wycombe, his main interest being Amateur T.V.

In 1976 and 1977 the Club put on a stand at the Leisure for Pleasure Exhibition at Harrow Leisure Centre on behalf of the Harrow Association for Voluntary service. In the first year, a demonstration of Amateur TV was given, the transmissions coming from Peter, G8EIM's residence in Wealdstone assisted by Club members and Peter's family. In 1977, a closed circuit TV system was in operation on the stand with a 'video writer'. This was some years before the home micro became generally available on an affordable basis. The Harrow

Observer were impressed by this and in due course the Society became newsworthy and the subject of an article in the paper, with photographs taken at the Community Centre. We also appeared at the 1977 Harrow Show, organised by Mike G4FBK and Chris G4AUF. The writer however was unable to appear as he was in hospital at the time with a ruptured achilles tendon.

Uncle Vic G2UV, one of the founder members and pioneer of the QSL card, was appointed an Honorary Member at the AGM in 1977, a well deserved honour. The Club had a stand at the RSGB Alexandra Palace exhibition in April. This was before the fire which destroyed the Great Hall. Thanks to Don G3MLS who obtained them for sale, many low voltage power supplies were sold, to the great benefit of the Club's finances.

PART 6 -A Crafty Move...

Towards  the end of 1977, rumours began to circulate that the Roxeth Centre was about to be leased off by the Council to a private organisation as the  Council no  longer  required  it. In January 1978, the news broke that the local Roxeth Scout groups were set to take over the Centre in a few months time and were not prepared to allow the Club to use the whole of the premises on Friday evenings.They wanted to confine our meetings to the small Committee Room which of course would have been hopelessly inadequate and was therefore quite unacceptable.

So for the fourth time in eight years we were forced to look for new premises. As  it  happened  (apologies to Jimmy Saville!) one of our more recent members, Maynard de Borde, a newcomer to Amateur Radio but a long standing member of the Pinner Cine Club and their representative on the Harrow Arts Council, knew  of

the  negotiations  going on between the Harrow Borough authorities and the Arts Council for the leasing to them of the old school premises in Wealdstone.  This was  to  be  for a fairly low rental provided they took over responsibility for the entire maintenance and management of the premises. 

The reason for this arrangement was to give the various arts and crafts  groups in the Borough an opportunity to have settled meeting places for low rents on a co-operative  basis.  Maynard, being fully aware  of  our perennial premises problem, put forward the Radio Society as a worthy crafts group sorely in  need of a new home and quite prepared to take part in such a co-operative venture. Fortunately the Arts Council accepted our request and agreed to let us have the regular use of a meeting room on Friday evenings. This was the best thing  that had happened to the Club since vacating Roxeth school back in 1970.

The  new Arts Centre, as we now know it, was opened in May 1978 by the Mayor at a celebratory gathering and the Radio Society began its meetings appropriately enough  in the Roxeth Room. So began the present era. The first year in the new QTH was one of consolidation and as the news got around the amateur fraternity the  membership  started  to  rise from an average of around 50 towards the 100 mark, this being reached in autumn of 1980. The availability of the Arts Centre bar, no doubt, was a great help in this achievement!

After the initial settling down period the Committee's next objective was  to erect  antennas  and  install a permanent Club station. At last we were able to bring into use the three element H.F. beam that had been donated to the Club by Bill Kitchen G4CEZ whilst we were meeting at the Sea Cadets HQ. In the  Summer of  1978,  the necessary pole was erected at the end of the Roxeth building and the beam mounted together with a multi-element 2 metre antenna, the whole  lot turned by a rotator kindly donated by Alec of Amcomm

Services.

The  Newsletter Editor of the time, Chris G3YQV, moved to Cheltenham in January 1978 and so Malcolm G4GXT now took on the job and the first edition of QZZ  in the new enlarged format was published in May 1978 consisting of seven pages. It appeared  once more in 1978 but then there was a break until the Winter of 1979 when Peter G3YXZ brought out an issue as temporary Editor. The next issue  was in  March  1980  when the present Editor, Chris G4AUF, took over. Since then it has appeared on  a  regular  bi-monthly

 basis.  The  present  Editor and  his assistants  were  much helped by the acquisition a few years ago of a secondhand Roneo duplicator which did yeoman service until its very recent replacement and of course the use of BBC computer and word processor. 

PART 7 -Recent Times...

The highlight of 1979 was in October when the Society had the honour of meeting their most illustrious Honorary Member H.M. King Hussein of Jordan JY1. About fifty of the Club's members together with a number of wives and friends met the King in the Harrow Civic Centre at a reception kindly arranged by the Mayor of Harrow, Cllr. Derek Rouse, in the Mayor's Parlour. The Harrow Observer covered the proceedings and several interesting photos are now in the Club's possession and in members' shacks. One of these was also published in the Region 19 Club News section of the January 1980 issue of  "Radio Communication", together with a short write-up. 

Shortly after this the Society was notified by H.M.'s representative that he had made a gift of several items of new amateur radio equipment to the Club and that these were to be delivered by a well known dealer. Among other things, the equipment included a Drake TR7 transceiver complete with power supplies and ancillary items. The equipment duly arrived and is now the Club's main station and is used regularly for  contests and other such field activities. It is also available for use by licensed members on informal meeting

nights.

Having become well established in the Arts Centre, the Club increased in membership to a peak of over 150. The largest annual increase being in 1983/84 when there was a large influx of members, especially

from the ranks of the CB enthusiasts who had by that time discovered the limitations of that form of operating and were looking for fresh fields to conquer. Since then, the membership has stabilised at just over the century mark.

The Club enters RSGB Contests on a regular basis supported by an enthusiastic team of members and results are constantly good. We secured two first places in 1983: in the March 2m/70cm contest and the 70cm QRP contest in July. In July 1980 the Club took part in VHF National Field Day from a site at Oving near Aylesbury operating on 4 bands (4 and 2 metres, 70cm and 1296cm). Julian, G3YGF, brought along his 10GHz equipment and dish antenna which received signals from G3JVL in Hayling Island, Hampshire. Don, G3MLS, had a lucky escape whilst operating the 4 metre station. At midnight the generator began to falter causing the site lights to dim. Someone, who shall remain nameless, dashed to the jenny to refill the tank, tripped over a mast guy and sent the 4 metre beam crashing on to Don's tent. Luckily Don saved his scotch and was not hurt, but the tent suffered somewhat! There is quite a lot of work involved in these outdoor activities, not only in providing operators for the stations but arranging for transport of the gear and finding a volunteer or two to act as cook and quartermaster and so keep the troops fed and watered! Our Contest Group does a good job and they are always looking for new recruits  to assist on one or more week-ends.

Also later in July 1980, a Multi-Club DF Hunt took place organised by the Verulam Radio Club of St. Albans. Seven teams took part representing four local radio clubs including the RSH. The "Fox" was Derek, G3LSY, hidden on Bricket Wood Common. The fastest time to locate him was 30 minutes, the second and third teams coming in after an hour. The Society's top team, Mike G4FBK and Chris G4AUF, finished a creditable third.

PART 8 - A Time of Growth

By 1984 many members had acquired home computers and had begun to use them in conjunction with their radio equipment for such applications as morse decoders, RTTY terminals, QRA locators and QSL card index systems. The most popular machines were the BBC B, Sinclair ZX81 and the Commodore 64. Other machines in use were the Sinclair Spectrum and the Tandy TRS80.

One of the most popular activities in recent years were the visits to the National Air Traffic Control Centre at West Drayton arranged by Alison Wilson in the 1982/83 session. Each visit by a small group of members included an introductory film followed by a tour around the buildings. We saw the civil and military control rooms, where the method of operation was explained to us in great technical detail. After being shown the emergency room we were then taken through what seemed like miles of racks of computer equipment. First, the main computer room housing the machines and where the processing of information takes place. After that the radar and communications room where the various operators on duty deal with the incoming and outgoing aircraft movements which are shown on large VDU screens. Each individual aircraft can be followed down to about 300 feet of the runways at Heathrow. It was fascinating and instructive and each visit was greatly enjoyed by all.

It would now be appropriate to pay tribute to two of our most active members who have regrettably become "silent keys" recently. Firstly the veteran "Uncle Vic", Bill Corsham G2UV,  well known for his pioneering work in the early days of "Short waves" back in the 1920's. He was also reputed to be the original inventor

of the QSL card for formal acknowledgment of contacts over the air. The Society is immensely indebted to "Uncle Vic" as he was generous enough to remember the Club in his will and made a bequest to be used by the Committee for the benefit of the Club at their discretion. It was decided to hold a yearly competition in his

memory, the prizes for the winners to be provided by the annual interest on the capital sum. The first two contests took the form of a Quiz and the next two were in the form of a talk challenge where members were asked to give a short talk on a previously chosen subject.  

Another veteran who passed on in 1985 was Leslie Light G3KDL a stalwart helper of the Radio Amateur Invalid and Blind Club. He was conspicuous owing to his height at most of the mobile rallies the length and breadth of the country. Nowhere was too far for him to travel after he retired from his lifetime job as a librarian. He was also a regular visitor to France, Holland and Belgium to attend radio exhibitions.

There were a couple of events to finish off 1986. In October we mounted a publicity display in the Gayton Road library in Harrow which showed some aspects of Amateur Radio in general and the activities of the Club in particular. Then there was the Annual Dinner which has now become firmly established as a regular event.

This year's Dinner celebrated the Society's 40th Anniversary and was held in Bella's Bistro at the Master Brewer Motel, Hillingdon on 16th October 1986. About 50 members and friends were present and had an enjoyable evening. Music during the meal was provided by the resident electronic organist. At the end of the main meal the Chairman, Chris Barron G3JNZ, welcomed everyone and explained briefly why 1986 was cause for special celebration. He also conveyed apologies from the 1986 President, Ivan James G5IJ, for his absence due to a recent operation. Following the Chairman, a cake with candles was ceremoniously brought in and a small piece was served to every guest.

Part 9 - Another Change of Venue

The late 80s saw some dramatic changes in the Club. By this time, some members, not content with drinking at the bar, were actually to be found behind it serving the drinks. There were other ways that

we were helping out the Arts Centre. One of the most popular was the Saturday morning Working Parties. Every few months, it was the Club's turn to field half a dozen or so members to do odd jobs around the

Centre on a Saturday morning. Some of the jobs were very odd indeed and included painting, planting bulbs, cleaning windows and cleaning up in the bar.

In 1987 we had a demonstration of packet radio by Andrews Computers Ltd and later that same year, we had a demonstration of satellite tv. Little did we know that both of these technologies would become

commonplace household items within a few years. Other activities included a DF Hunt and a gliding event where members had a chance to fly without an engine at the London Gliding Club, Dunstable. This proved to be very popular and we repeated the event the following year.

The Club put on a display at the Capital Venture Day event in Battersea Park and we also tried our hand at a few contests. The first contest of 1987 was the March vhf/uhf event for which we travelled to our usual South Downs site of Mount Harry. It was cold and bad weather threatened. We had started to put the station together when the snow began to fall. It didn't take long for our enthusiasm to disappear. We packed our things up again and got down the hill as soon as possible. We didn't want to get stuck up there!

Later in the year, we managed to stay up the hill for the May 70cm contest. The weather was a lot better this time but the Gremlin was very active. We did a few more contests including VHF-NFD the following year but as we got towards the end of the 80s, our contest activity became very low.

The Club organised a DF Hunt in the Summer of 1987 but enthusiasm for this type of event also waned although there were several attempts to revive it.

The year 1987 was the 50th anniversary of the Edgware & District Amateur Radio Club and Dennis, G3MNO, came along to give us a talk about how they had recorded their history. He encouraged us to do the same and suggested that we set up a proper archive.

One Friday evening in 1987, there was a terrible tragedy when the Arts Centre unexpectedly closed the bar early by mistake. Many of the members were devastated and some still haven't fully recovered

to this day. The Arts Centre apologised and pledged that it wouldn't happen again.

The most significant event in this period was the change of venue. In July of 1988, the Arts Centre moved from Harrow Weald to new premises in Hatch End. The accommodation here used to be a college and was much larger. We were a little concerned about the move because it was not as convenient a place to get to. The previous premises had a bus station just opposite, the new place seemed more remote. Our fears were justified as the move was not popular with some members who stopped coming to the Club. The loss of membership, even years later, has not been fully recovered.

Maynard De Borde, one of our older members died in 1988. Many will remember that Maynard was instrumental in securing us a place at the old Arts Centre in 1978 just when we were desperate for new premises. Life continued at the new place but initially there was a lot of work for the Centre's management to do. The bar was temporary and we hadn't got a shack. By 1989, after negotiations with the Centre's management, we secured a small rent-free room attached to the Rayners Room for

our use. Many members put in some hard work to turn this into a suitable shack. Three of our members: Grant, G7BMU; Brian, G7BSH and David, G0FAO organised fund raising activities to raise money to buy a new rig. We bought a new FT290 out of the proceeds.

We continued to appear occasionally  shows: in 1989 we put on a station  at the St Joan of Arc's school fete in Rickmansworth. We continued with our annual dinners which were still popular. Construction Contests attracted a large number of entries.

The costs of using the new Arts Centre were rising, however, and by the end of the '80s we had to put up our subscription rates.

Part 10 - The Final Chapter (For Now)

The 90s started with an increase in the subscription rates to £10, the first rise in many years. This was forced on us by the need to balance the books in the face of increased room rent costs and decreasing

membership.

In spite of reduced numbers, the Club remained quite active. Work continued on the shack to finish it off and we applied for planning permission for some large antennas. The shack was officially opened in 1991 by the then President David Bell, G0FAO, who performed the ceremony by cutting a large ribbon attached to the door. There was a cheese and wine party to celebrate.

At the end of 1990, we sadly lost one of our older members: Reg Merison, G1YYW.

In 1991, as the old duplicator gave way to photocopying the quality of QZZ improved overnight - well, at least the printing did, the articles are another matter. Further improvements were made by the Editor as he acquired a new computer and Desk Top Publishing software. Technology came to the rescue again.

Contest activity started well in the new decade. In 1990 we entered 3 vhf/uhf contests including VHF NFD which we hadn't entered for some years. Activity declined again, however, for a few years after that. We continued with a fairly varied programme: In April 1992, we had a talk on "Talking Books for the Blind". This had little to do with Amateur Radio but was nevertheless interesting. Construction contests continued to attract a lot of entries but the number of entries declined towards mid 90s. Membership also continued to decline throughout the early 90s.

The end of 1992 saw another death - Bob Smith, G4FHX who had been associated with the Club for many years and had been the Auditor recently. In 1992 we took a stall at the BARTG rally. We did really well and sold many items of equipment at much better prices than at the normal Club Junk Sales.

By Summer 1993, the QZZ Editor finally got himself a proper multimedia computer. As a result, QZZ became even more fancy as the Editor experimented with the new software. 

As the middle of the decade approached, we started to get more things done. In Summer 1994, we had our packet station going in the shack on an indoor antenna. By Spring 1995 had bought a new TNC and antenna and soon had the station working with the new TNC on 70cm. In  Summer 1995 we erected the new dual band antenna outside and got the packet station working on 70cm and 2m. One evening, we had a "brainstorm" at the Club to decide on a name for the node. The winner was "ANODE" suggested by Audrey, G0NTA. 

Also at this time, we started to become more sociable. In 1994, we started to organise more outings and went on trips to places such as Bletchley Park and RAF Uxbridge. Thanks to Linda, G7RJL, for organising most of these.

In late 1994, we held a Nostalgia Evening where we put on displays of old photos, newspaper cuttings and other items of interest. Quite a few old faces turned up as well which added to the occasion. Late 1994 saw another death, that of René G4IQN who was a long standing member of the Club and had been President in 1992.

In Spring 1995, we held a Club Logo competition for which there were several entries and some very good designs. The winning design was submitted by Geoff, G3KRT, and was chosen by those present. The year 1995 saw even more activity as we started to appear at local shows again including the Middlesex Show and a show at the Harrow Heritage Centre to celebrate 50th anniversary of VE day. We even entered a vhf contest in September 1995 when we tried out a new site near Southend. 

Unfortunately, for many weeks in 1995 Tom, our Chairman, was in hospital. After a long recovery from a problem with his foot he returned to the Club and started to put  his thoughts into action for our Golden Anniversary which we wanted to celebrate in style the following year.

Towards the end of 1995, we started in earnest to plan events for the Club's Golden Anniversary which is where we will pick up the story at some time in the future.

Part 11 - A Golden Era

The year 1996 marked the Golden Anniversary of the Radio Society of Harrow. Yes, we were 50 years old and still young looking and sprightly! We had formed a "think tank" to decide how to mark the occasion. The main event planned was a Summer celebration.

Also at the start of 1996, we launched our web site giving details of the Club and its activities. It was set up and has been maintained ever since by Chris, G4AUF. We also launched a new Club logo; Brian, G0NTB, was responsible for this and produced a really professional-looking result.

Our Club call "GX3EFX" was used on the air throughout the year by many of our members. We wanted to ensure our Club was well and truly recognised. 

In 1996, the Club made 2 appearances at the Harrow Heritage Centre. The first was at the May Day Bank Holiday Fair where we put on a demonstration station to advertise the Club and Amateur Radio to the general public. The second appearance was in October where we put on an exhibition for a month in October/ November. Here, we had 3 display cases containing interesting items and notice boards on which we had put a lot of photos of Club events and also a lot of QSL cards. There were also old magazines and  equipment on display. 

Also in 1996, we appeared at the Middlesex Show and had a stall at the Dunstable Downs Car Boot sale where we made a lot of money for Club funds.

The main event of the year, however, was the Summer Party to celebrate our 50th birthday. This was held at the Tithe Barn in July. As well as many Club members, past and present, there were several special guests. These included the then Mayor of Harrow (Cllr Alan Hamlin) and representatives of the RSGB: Executive vice-president Ian Kyle GI8AYZ (who the day after was elected as RSGB President for 1997) and zonal members Peter Essery, GW3KFE and Tom Menzies GM1GEQ. Amongst the old faces who showed up were: Bob Pickles G3VCA (from Lincoln); Arnold Mynett G3HBW, Brian Hummerstone G3HBR and Mark G6DOD and his fiancee (now his wife!) Sue from Wiltshire. There was a buffet and a splendid cake bearing the Club's logo. President Alf Waring, G7DFF, and his wife cut the cake. The catering was expertly done by the Arts Centre staff.

There were a few speeches. Ron Ray, G2TA, took us on a trip down memory lane from the beginnings of the Club to now. The Mayor also gave a short speech revealing his involvement with radar in the War. There was a raffle for which some of the prizes had been generously donated by Martin Lynch & Son. Commemorative certificates, expertly and professionally produced by Brian, G0NTB, were handed out to all members. A special one was done for our most prominent Honorary Member, King Hussein of Jordan.

A very good evening was had by all but the celebrations were not over for the year. Although we had our party in July, we believe that the first meeting of the Radio Society of Harrow took place in November 1946. We decided to have another celebration, therefore. This was also very enjoyable with some 30 guests attending including some more old faces. There was a special cake organised and provided by David Talaber, G0CAG and we finished the evening by drinking champagne from plastic cups! 

The following year, in 1997, we had our first official exchange visit to French club, F6KRK. The visit took place over the weekend of 14th-15th June when 6 Club members went to Paris: 5 took the Eurostar train and 1 went by plane. The 6 of us met our French friends from the Radio Club de Saint Quentin-en-Yvelines to the West of Paris. There, we had a wonderful time: we had excellent food and drink, visits to interesting places and met many of the Club members. We were wondering how we could replay such good hospitality. Our chance came later in the year when our French friends came for a visit in November. We welcomed them to the Club on the Friday with a traditional fish and chip supper. Over the weekend we went on a walking tour of Harrow Hill, went to the Picketts Lock rally and had a very nice meal at Don's (G0ACK) Saturday prepared by his daughter Marion and wife Ronnie. On the Sunday, we went to central London to visit the sights before our visitors left to catch their train.

There were some sad events in 1997. We lost Alf Waring, G7DFF, our then President.Tragically, he passed away just before the AGM at which he was due to deliver the President's Report. He wrote a poem just before he died: 

On Friday 21st march my year in office ends

It's been an honour to be President amongst so many friends

Especially as it's 50 years since this radio Society formed

With plenty of happy sunshine as well as weathering storms

Our Harrow branch is thriving, I look forward to Friday nights

Chatting with my cronies till when it's first light

Our sales of bring and buy, wine tasting and the like

Radio Tuesday mornings, no time to have a mike

Amateurs one and all, but professionals through and through

I'm so happy to be a member amongst every one of you

My ramblings they must finish, for my beer is getting flat

Best wishes to next President, when he puts on the hat

In this time we also said goodbye to Leo Jelen, G0IGQ; Tom Vallard, G3DKB; Brian, G0SAA and Francis Tennant, G3RFL. 

Over the Christmas period in 1997, our shack at the Arts Centre was broken into. Fortunately, the only damage was to the door and nothing was taken. Perhaps they thought it was all junk! Thanks go to Tom, G0NSY, and Brian, G0NTB who attended and not only repaired the door but made it a lot more secure.

We were busy in 1998. We put on another exhibition station at the Manor (Harrow Museum & Heritage Centre) on May Day. We also had a stall at the Dunstable Downs car boot sale. It was a hot day and we made lots of money for Club funds.

In the Summer of  '98 we paid another visit to France. Four Club members travelled once more to Saint Quentin-en-Yvelines. On the Friday night, we ate delicious pizzas, on Saturday we visited the new radio club premises where we contacted Don, G0ACK, back in Ruislip and Norman, G3FNJ, in Harrow. There was a special event - it was the official opening and the Mayor and several dignitaries attended. On the Sunday, we visited Versailles where we strolled in the grounds in hot sunshine. We ate a nice meal in a restaurant at mid-day before heading home.

Friday nights at the Club were quite active. One of most popular talks at the Club in 1998 was not on the subject of radio but on complementary medicine given by Katie Eachus.

In 1999, the long-term editor of QZZ - Chris Friel, G4AUF - finally hung up his boots and passed the editorship to Linda, G7RJL. Chris had edited QZZ for nearly 20 years and felt it unfair not to give someone else a go!  Other significant events in 1999 included another visit from our French friends; this time, we visited the amateur radio station on HMS Belfast. Also, we started our Novice courses - Don, G0ACK, took on his first batch of pupils who subsequently passed the exam with flying colours. Further batches of students followed. 1999 also saw the start of our activities at the De Havilland Museum (Mosquito Museum) at London Colney. We reactivated the callsign, GB2DHH, and have had numerous sessions there.

By contrast, a very sad event ocurred in 1999 when we lost our most distinguished Honorary Member, King Hussein of Jordan, JY1. (check date)

Towards the end of the century, we started having themed evenings to celebrate various national days eg Bastille Day, St Patrick's Day and German Reunification. We put on a station to try to contact nationals of the country in question and we also have the national food and drink. These evenings are greatly enjoyed by all.

At around this time we also started our stewarding for the Arts Centre. A few of us were trained in the art of stewarding and that allowed us to take our turn at being officials at the various shows, concerts and plays put on at the Arts Centre. This was usually enjoyable (depending on the show, concert or play!) and also brought in some income for the Club.

As the new century dawned (if you believe that this started in 2000!), we maintained our activities. In Summer 2000, we had a "transmission day" up at Old Redding. We transmitted on VHF and HF and made quite a few contacts. Other activities included a very interesting visit to the Surrey University Space Centre. There was yet another sad event in 2000 when we lost Bill, G3SGT.

Towards end of 2000, rumours began to circulate of severe financial difficulties of Harrow Arts Council. Is this the end? We will pick up the story in a few years.

